Great urban church of the marches of Brittany Notre-Dame de La Guerche has two
particular titles:
Collegiate since 1206 (church entrusted to a college of canons by a powerful family,
to pray for his deceased).
and Basilica since 1951 (church distinguished by Rome, often because of a Marian
pilgrimage).

Before the Revolution, the city of La Guerche, and
consequently the Collegiate Church, was located on the parish of
Rannée. The canons could not regularly fulfill any curial function
(baptisms, weddings, burials, etc.)

Church of Rannée

This situation was a little ecclesiastical, and practically
abnormal, because it condemned the densest part, the most important
of the population from the various administrative, judicial or military
points of view, to make a half-place for to go to the headquarters of the
parish where the church, the cure and the cemetery were.

However, the Chapter had arrogated the right to bury its members, and some
Benefactors of the Collegiate who asked for it by will, in a small cemetery
contiguous to the capitular apse (the current garden of the town hall)
As early as 1760, the Community of the City had demanded the erection of La
Guerche in the parish, for several reasons of convenience and opportunity, expecting an
amicable arrangement between the Bishop, the Chapter and the Lord Duke of Villeroy.
In 1789, the Revolution will take care of the case.

Basilica of LA GUERCHE
from origins to today
A chapel Notre-Dame is attested in
1185 near the castle of La Guerche, which may
already be our church under construction;
The plan opposite suggests a Roman
choir flanked by a bell tower (its lower chapel
which survived appears from the end of the
twelfth century).
The west facade, known by the
nineteenth century drawings, is later (early
thirteenth century), and drawn diagonally to
because of urban constraints

It was especially during the time of
the lords of Alençon that the church knew its
greatest magnificence.

The choir was elegantly redone at the
beginning of the 15th century (Jean I
d'Alençon and his wife Marie de Bretagne
figured on the axial stained glass window.
This choir received its famous stalls
around 1520. Side aisles were set up at the
beginning of the 16th century, just reserving
sacristy at the top of the nave. The north aisle
will then be cut down and then rebuilt while
the south aisle will have survived with some of
its glitzy stained glass windows.

With the Revolution, the collegiate became the
main parish church of the canton.
The north aisle was rebuilt with six chapels and
a vast sacristy flanked the choir (Nugues,
architect 1859-1865).
Arthur Regnault marked the building
considerably. He will realize the tower-porch
(1869-1875), and will come back again and
again on the church, taking again the choir,
creating the chapel of the Sacred Heart,
edifying the presbytery ...
The metamorphosis of the church found its
point of organ with a monumental altar,
granted to the arrow of Regnault
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The central nave

The interior strikes by its size, it is the widest church of Ille et Vilaine (12,68 yards)

The vault of the large nave is made of wood, it
has sculpted sandpits with beautiful tie-rods with
monsters and animals heads.

The chair

This new chair was made by Thomas
Peltier, a carpenter, and it was put in place
in August 1771. It cost 436 livres.
If it is not an absolutely remarkable work of
art, it nevertheless presents very beautiful
Louis XV sculptures which decorate and
enrich it.
Placed first on the south side, near the
present altar of the Sacred Heart, it was
moved to the north side of the nave in 1888.

Polychrome wood statue, early 16th century
from the chapel
from the old La Guerche prison,
classified as an historic monument,
unfortunately gone
following a flight
occurred on September 24, 2007.

This large stained glass window floods the great nave of the church with a bright and beautiful light
It represents the solemn proclamation of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception,
made by Pope Pius IX

The altar of Arthur Regnault was demolished in 1970

The destruction of the years 1960-1970 following the Council Vatican II will not have spared the
Basilica Notre-Dame of LA GUERCHE.
To allow a celebration of the services to the faithful, the communion table will be the first to be
removed and a modest wooden altar placed on a platform will be installed in front of the main altar.
Masking the stalls and considered too cumbersome, the altar of Regnault will be completely
removed in 1970. The demolition that will have been made will only preserve the table that will be stored in
an outbuilding of the presbytery.

L’autel
The
altar
d’Arthur
of Arthur
Regnault
Regnault

The Table of Communion consisted of a harmonious and very artistic assemblage of graceful
wrought iron decoration motifs, surrounded by robust, richly carved granite frames.

At the base of the altarpiece were carved in stone, some loculi, reminiscent of those of the
catacombs, many relics of saints rested there, enclosed in precious gilded hunts.
In the flat parts of this altarpiece, angels reminiscent of those of Fra Angelico were painted
on a gold background, between light buttresses that separated them.

At the very top of each side, a multitude of small, very slender turrets arose. These bell-towers
accompanied an arrow erected on the tabernacle, darting boldly almost to the vault of the choir, giving to
the whole of the work a great deal of grace and lightness.

In 1984, Abbot Mieuzet, pastor of the parish, entrusted to the Guiffault company the
restoration of the altar table, the only preserved element of the Regnault altar.

The organ

Built by Louis Debierres
Manufacture in Nantes, the organ has 18
stops spread over two manuals and
pedalboards.
It was offered by Mr. Racin,
generous donor.
Inaugurated by Camille
Saint-Saëns on April 3, 1899, it occupies
the bottom of the apse, between the two
rows of stalls.
The Neo-Renaissance Buffet
and the instrumental part were classified
as historic monuments on April 14, 2005

The choir stalls 1520-1530

•

The stalls were the most
characteristic furniture of the choir
of cathedrals, abbeys or collegiate
churches; those of La Guerche
deserve to be among the most
famous in France, because of their
astonishing irreverence ...
Reduced to 9 on each
side, they had to be 12, not to
mention the low stalls, missing.

The high parts of the entrance panels allow to admire a fantastic
entanglement of characters and animals, evolving in the middle of graceful
arabesques.

The entrance panel on the left
shows us in its lower part a figure dressed
in a long robe, and wearing a crown of
thorns, in memory, no doubt, of Yves
Mahyeuc, devout servant of Notre-Dame
of La Guerche , bishop of Rennes from
1507 to 1541, and under the episcopate of
which the stalls were probably made.

In the North, the “misericordes” represent the various scenes
of the earthly paradise,
the creation of Adam and Eve, temptation, dismissal, etc.

The “misericorde”, also called patience or credence is a small console attached to the lower part of the
folding seat of a choir stall. It allows the monk who participates in the Divine Office to take support when
standing and his seat is raised.

Détail of miséricorde

Détail of miséricorde

Détail of miséricorde

Détail of miséricorde

Miséricorde : tête d'homme

The high stalls south side:
overview of the seats

The right-hand entrance panel represents, in the lower part, Judith, wielding
a sword in one hand, and in the other, holding Holopherme head,
(Holopherme is a general in the book of Judith, a general sent in campaign Nebuchadnezzar.)

The envious, desiring the most implausible things,
is here represented,
He goes so far as to want to crunch the moon with his teeth

In the South, the “misericorde” is devoted to depicting the deadly sins, in
extremely picturesque and even irreverent scenes.
Here is a drunkard lying on the ground and still drinking in his little barrel,
while we try to lift him up.

Détail of miséricorde

Détail of miséricorde

Détail of miséricorde

The proud who want to fill the universe with their exploits.

Images where sex and violence are present,
where order meets disorder, beauty, horror.
Bucrane, symbol of the Renaissance, slip snakes.

In addition to “misericorde”, the seat back panels deserve attention.
Here a naked man defecates on a preacher somewhere else a
woman raises her skirts.

somewhere else a woman raises her skirts.

somewhere else a woman raises her skirts.

Monkey playing the bagpipes
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According to the Guérin manuscript: "The tomb of Guillaume III, founder of the Collegiate Church
who was in the choir was buried in the ground, where a copper plate was substituted. It was a
figure in tufa, of human size, lying on a kind of bed resting on six pillars, all about two feet and a
half in height (76 cms). This tomb having become deformed by the softness of the stone,
Gentlemen of the Chapter, in the year 1735, had it buried in the same place, and had a copper
plate bearing "Tomb of Guillaume III of La Guerche, 1206". It should be noted that this last date is
that of the Foundation of the Collegiate and not that of the death of the founder who died on
September 4, 1223.

Mr Abbot Sauvé had the effigy of the generous founder taken up and taken out of the
ground. Having found it deteriorated, and even mutilated, he entrusted the repair to a great
sculptor from Rennes: Barré.
The restored monument has been placed since, in a kind of hell, under an arch on the
left of the main altar.
Guillaume III is represented a cushion under the head, lying on a bed whose border is
adorned with small peaked escutcheons, covered with his armor (coat of mail, sword and shield).
At his feet rests a dog, symbol of fidelity, and two praying angels kneel near the head of the pious
founder of the Collegiate.

Model of the tomb of Guillaume III
preserved in the Museum of Rennes
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The seignorial chapel
Our city of La Guerche can be proud to have
erected and to possess, in the diocese of Rennes,
the oldest sanctuary dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
Sylvestre, the first lord of La Guerche, built near his
castle a chapel whose existence is attested from
1185. From this chapel, we have this square tower
and massive that we observe from the outside.

Extrait d’un ancien croquis
de la ville

The tower of the chapel was formerly surmounted
a very high, needle-shaped and covered arrow
slate.
It is reported that on the night of December 30
1705, a terrible hurricane devastated the whole
region: the bell tower of the tower flew and passed
over the Choir of the church..

This chapel is a beautiful work of Roman stile of the 12th century
Note the stone vault.

A detail of sculpture starting from one of the arches of vault challenges:
We clearly distinguish two faces and between these two faces a motive
which could be the representation of the crook of a bishop,
Let us remember that Sylvestre, builder of this chapel was also bishop of
Rennes.
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South Collateral

Vaulted in stone, it originally
had only four chapels. The architect
Regnault will increase it of two chapels:

- one in the west will be built in 1872 to
join the new facade of the church.
- the other will reside in the suppression
of the chapel of St. Catherine. This
chapel was a sort of ogival-style platform
with an altar.
It was on the floor above the sacristy of
the former canons. On front of the
current altar of the Sacred Heart

Formerly St. Catherine's Chapel was accessed by a staircase inside, in the mass of
a pillar. Work undertaken in the early 1970s cleared the staircase while workers
working on the restoration of the church 100 years earlier had already suspected
the existence.

The front door of this staircase has been walled, but we still see its
beautiful frame, barred, above its pediment, by curious sculptures of the
sixteenth century.

The altar of the Sacred Heart
This altar previously called
"The altar of Toussaints" has been
deeply reworked.
Only the tomb of the former
altar of Toussaint remains today, it is a
beautiful work of the sixteenth century.

Abbot Sauvé added a
complementary decoration, made of
the most beautiful carved wood motifs
from the demolition of the old altars of
the Collegiate Church.
In the center of the altar, a
painting by Chaillou, a Breton painter,
depicts St. John Eudes and St.
Margaret Mary kneeling in prayer
before the Sacred Heart.
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The windows of the South Collateral belong to three different periods, XV, XVI,
XVII centuries. The first three from the bottom of the church were restored in
1915, under the direction of MM. Guët and Malençon, architects of Historical
Monuments.
Over the ages, several pieces of these windows were altered, then replaced,
without order, by foreign parts, borrowed from other windows sometimes different
times, so that these stained glass windows were almost unreadable, lined with
messy panels , filled with foreign coins and often placed upside down.

The window of the 3rd bay represents the Last
Judgment, it is dated 1557.
The composition is enclosed in an architectural
framework consisting of a portico, a pediment, scrolls. In the
upper part Christ appears sitting on the rainbow to judge the living
and the dead. He holds the sword in one hand, and the branch of
peace in the other.
An entirely new panel - The Body of Christ - was made
to connect the upper panels of the canopy to the others;
"Below, the Virgin and St. John the Baptist are intercessors on
their knees, and cleared clouds. Angels seen in the middle
sound the trumpet. In the middle St Michel carries the balance.
The whole is on a blue background and on a gold background.
Below, are three incomplete panels representing the Resurrection
of the Dead, the angels separating the good and the bad, and the
devils precipitating the reprobate in the great mouth of hell. "
"In the three lower panels of the window, have been
collected various pieces of grisaille from the 16th century,
Way to constitute a seedling, on which stand out coats of arms. "
"Two of these coats of arms are from the sixteenth century. The
first shield is of sand with three saws of gold (arms of the dukes of
Brissac); The other shield is a rhombus surrounded by the
cordelière of the widows, left on 1 of sand fascinated by three
saws of gold, 2 of silver with three fess gules.
The other two coats of arms are from the 17th century.

In the upper part of this window, we see three
coats of arms. The first two crowns are in the arms of the
Duke d'Alencon: azure three fleurs-de-lys Or, the border
sewn Gules, charged with eight bezants Or. The third
shield is from Alençon and Brittany.
In the lower part, the Duke of Alençon,
dressed in his coat of arms is on his knees, presented by
St John the Baptist, his boss. It was Jean 1st, Duke of
Alençon, who married in 1396, Marie de Bretagne, eldest
daughter of Jean V, named Duke of Brittany, and Jeanne
de Navarre.
These panels were thus executed between
the years 1396, date of the wedding of Jean 1st of
Alençon, and 1415, date with which it was killed at the
battle of Azincourt.
(click)
The head of the Duke of Alençon is very
beautiful, of a precious execution.
In a neighboring panel, we see among the
disparate pieces of architecture, a woman's head very
altered, wearing the hennin, probably the Duchess, his
wife. Three saints: St Jacques, St Georges and a bishop
were assembled in the same panel.
In another more complete panel, a canon on
his knees, with a phylactery, bearing an invocation to St.
John the Baptist, is presented by the Archangel Michael,
who carries the balance of the weight of souls, which a
devil seeks to distort.

"The window of the fourth bay
represents, in its upper part, the Coronation of the
Virgin. "
A circle of red cherubim surrounds the
Trinity. We also see in a circle of clouds, the four
Symbolic Figures of the Evangelists.
A seventh panel depicts St. Michael
fighting the bad angels. At the bottom of the panel,
on the left, is a man's head wearing a turban.
"A new panel was composed of pieces that did not
find a place elsewhere. All these pieces are from
the 16th century. They surround a shield of the end
of the same century: silver with the eagle of sand
deployed, with the baton, with gules in band.
"Below these panels, three large arms of the
seventeenth century still representing the arms of
the Dukes of Brissac. "
"A last very interesting panel of the
fifteenth century represents God the Father sitting
on a cathedra. The execution of the head is
remarkable, all in small minute strokes. "

This fourth canopy was magnificently restored
by the Abbot Sauvé in 1888, and is the most
complete and richly decorated.
This canopy is on a cartridge, the date of 1536.
She represents the Annunciation. Marie is on
her knees beneath a rich canopy of purple.
The Archangel Gabriel appears carried on a
cloud, holding in his hand a scepter that he
presents to Mary.
The bishop of Rennes, Yves Mayheuc, is
kneeling near the Blessed Virgin. Behind the
prelate stands his patron, Saint Yves, wearing
a long red robe with a surge of ermines and a
roll of paper in his hand.
At the feet of Yves Mayheuc, two little angels
hold the episcopal shield: "silver with three
specks of ermine sand, a chief of gold charged
with three crowns of thorns"

This last stained glass window has
nothing in common with the previous ones. It is in
a way the signature of Abbot Sauvé, in
recognition of the many works undertaken for the
restoration of the church.
First of all, we perceive a grandiose
scene which attracts and fixes our gaze: The
crowned France, clothed in a rich royal mantle, in
the presence of “Jeanne d’Arc “and under the
folds of the glorious standard of Patay, offers the
basilica national of Montmartre to the Sacred
Heart.
But one seems to guess, a second,
more modest, which takes place at the back :
Abbot Sauvé offering and consecrating to the
Divine Heart, the parish church of La Guerche,
restored by him.

de l’atelier Lecomte et Colin (1895)

Moreover, this good worker of the
House of God appears in the background, at the
same time as the chiefs of the diocese: His
Eminence Cardinal Place and Monsignor
Gomidard, his coadjutor bringing their approval to
the beautiful work that had just been completed.
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The other stained glass windows of the 19th century

Representation of
“Notre Dame du Rosaire"
in front of Saint Dominic

Representation of
« L’Annonciation »

Set of stained glass windows of the Reby workshop of Nantes (1865)

Set of stained glass windows of the Reby workshop of Nantes (1865)
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The Baptismal Funds

Became parish church since the revolution, the church of La Guerche had to have
Baptismal funds. The municipality would have liked to seize those who remained at Rannée, but it found
them "cumbersome because they form a massive masonry too gross and occupy too much ground. "
The mayor, M. Regnier went to Rennes near MM. District administrators to ask them
to acquire, at a cheap price, funds which had become useless in the churches of the chief town which
had been suppressed. They replied that "none could be used at La Guerche, some being broken, and the
others, Gothic and bizarre. "
The municipality decided to buy new funds, but very simple "they were to consist in an
isolated fountain, made of marble, having its cover in brass, without entourage nor baldachin, with a
Holy Spirit suspended with the vault". A municipal officer went to Laval to acquire it, these baptismal
funds remain in the basilica still today.
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The bells

Five bells are in the tower at more than 40m high.
During the renovation of the belfry in 2011, only two bells among the
three descents of the bell tower will have been put back in place.
the first, weighing 1510 kg, rings the DO; She was baptized in July 1844
and is named: Marie-Hyacinthe Emilie de La Guerche.
- The second bell with a weight of 973 Kgs sounds MI, she was baptized
in 1921 and is named Jeanne.

The bells
The 3rd bell, not raised, weighs 192kgs, it
was the only one not to have been electrified. A long
rope went down to the porch and made it possible
to ring the masses on weekdays.
It was baptized in 1844 and bears the
following inscriptions:
"My name is Jeanne-Marie-Renée de La Guerche.

My godfather is Mr. René-Marie Tison,
Honorary Canon and pastor of Notre-Dame de La
Guerche.
My Godmother is Miss Jeanne-Marie
Bignon.
Long live Jesus and Mary 1844. "
Smelted by Paul Havard in Villedieu,
sold by Madoit-Dru from Rennes.
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The north collateral

With the Revolution, the
collegiate church had become the
main parish church in the canton.

During the second half of
the 19th century, it was necessary to
enlarge the building.
Mr. Nugues, departmental
architect, was asked to draw up plans
for this work (1859-1865).
The north aisle was rebuilt
with six chapels and a vast sacristy
flanked the choir.

The tomb of Abbot Fouré

Abbot Fouré is buried at the bottom of the collateral
and near the tower he had built.
This grandiose monument covers its mortal remains.

At the bottom of a superb frame in the style of the
sixteenth century
The priest, dressed in the insignia of the canons,
kneels, his eyes turned towards the altar of “Notre-Dame”, his
hands clasped and leaning on a prie-Dieu.
This monument is the work of Valentin, Rennes sculptor.

Glory to our Heroes
The 1914-1918 war
will sadly mark the parish and the city.
138 men will disappear.
This monument to their memory
will be erected in the church in1920.
It has two black marble plaques engraved
with gold, framed by foliages in Caen
stone.
A statue of Jeanne d’Arc triumphant is
placed at the top, it is a work of the sculptor
Charles Desvergnes.
This work will, once again,
a work by Arthur Regnault
This achievement will constitute
its culmination.
The young architect of the time
is then 80 years old.
He died in 1932, aged 93.
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The altar of Notre-Dame de La Guerche

If the construction project on the north
side was made to enlarge the church, it was also
intended to promote the cult of Notre-Dame de La
Guerche.
This altar, which has existed since
1859, serves as the throne of the Holy Madonna.
He replaces another, formerly trained in the large
nave.
It is an important and beautiful work on
wood, treated in the Gothic style, and out of the
workshops of Mr. Hérault, carpenter-sculptor in
Rennes. Notre-Dame appears in the middle of a
finely carved altarpiece, surrounded by nine
winged statuettes symbolizing the nine choirs of
angels.
Two painted panels on each side of
the tabernacle represent the death of the Blessed
Virgin and her Coronation in Heaven. The tomb of
the altar is decorated with a sculpted scene,
depicting the Presentation of Mary in the Temple.
The vault and the bottom of the chapel are
decorated with paintings in the colors of the Virgin.
The decoration of this altar is enhanced by the
impressive number of ex-votos that surround it,
and the significant mosaic of marble has invaded,
over time, the walls of the chapel.

This statue is not that which was honored by
the first inhabitants of La Guerche, because it
was destroyed on May 30, 1556 during the
War of Religions.
The one you see and which received the
honors of coronation dates back to the 17th
century.
In wood, it is of a finesse of sculpture
and a beauty of remarkable lines.
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June 17, 1937 - The Coronation of the statue of N-D LA GUERCHE
A grandiose and popular festival presided by Cardinal Suhard,
Archbishop of Reims and future Archbishop of Paris
but also a former student of St Joseph's School.

Notre-Dame Street, like all the streets in the city center, had
been decorated with beautiful flowers.
We had even reconstituted the gates of the city of old!

The precious crown is solemnly deposited
on the head of the Virgin
by Monseigneur Mignien, while the crowd proclaims
Hallelujah

.
On June 17, 1937,
a whole people will give
thanks to Notre-Dame de La Guerche, the coronation of
the Virgin, venerated since the eleventh century, was to
attract more than 20,000 people.
During the pontifical mass celebrated on the
mail, Abbot Sévaille, curé-doyen, read the bief by which
Monseigneur Mignien, archbishop of Rennes, had been
delegated, in the name of the Holy Father Pius IX,
to crown the statue of Notre-Dame de La Guerche.

The decoration of the altar of Notre-Dame de La Guerche
on the occasion of the coronation ceremony

The golden crown set with diamonds,
testimony of piety and fidelity will be achieved through
donations from parishioners
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Became a Historical Monument in 1913 , the church of La Guerche is
proclaimed minor Basilica March 12, 1951 at the request of Canon Bouvier

Le pavillon
le tintinnabule

In the Roman Catholic Church, a basilica is a privileged church.
It is an honorary title given by the pope to a church where many faithful come especially on pilgrimage to honor
Jesus Christ or the Virgin Mary or the relics of a particularly revered saint.
The major basilicas and some minor basilicas have the title of basilica and the privileges attached to it since
time immemorial. The others owe them to a decision of the pope.

